Course Schedule

POLS 207: State and Local Politics
Course Schedule/Links — Fall 2026

This schedule is tentative and may be revised. Any changes will be announced in class and posted on
Canvas. Readings are due on the date listed.

Week Date Topic Readings / Assigned Material

1 8/24 Introduction & syllabus overview —

8/24 8/26 Federalism Smith & Greenblatt Ch. 2, Federalism: The
Power Plan

2 8/31 Constitutions Podcast: A Texas-Sized Look at Our Constitution

8/31 on its 150th Birthday (State Bar of Texas)

9/2 APSA Conference — no class Smith & Greenblatt Ch. 7, Legislatures: The Art
of Herding Cats

3 9/7 Labor Day — no class —

77 9/9 State legislatures Smith & Greenblatt Ch. 7, Legislatures: The
Art of Herding Cats; A Beginner’s Guide to Un-
derstanding the Texas Legislature (Texas Policy
Research); Video: Texas Legislature 101: The
Art of Texas Politics

4 9/14 State legislatures Podcast: The Polarization of State Legislatures

9/14 (Not Another Politics Podcast—up to 18:00)

9/16 Governors and courts Smith & Greenblatt Ch. 8, Governors and Ex-
ecutives: There Is No Such Thing as Absolute
Power

5 9/21 Midterm 1 —

9/21 9/23 Elections Smith & Greenblatt Ch. 5, Political Attitudes
and Participation: Venting and Voting

6 9/28 Elections Revitalizing Local Democracy: The Case for On-

9/28 Cycle Local Elections (Michael Hartney)

9/30 Elections How Partisan Are U.S. Local Elections? Evidence
from 2020 Cast Vote Records (Conevska et al.)

7 10/5 Parties and interest groups Smith & Greenblatt Ch. 6, Parties and Interest

10/5 Groups: Elephants, Donkeys, and Cash Cows

10/7 Parties and interest groups Smith & Greenblatt Ch. 6, Parties and Interest
Groups: Elephants, Donkeys, and Cash Cows
8 10/12 Parties and interest groups How Active Are Interest Groups in Local Politics
10/12 (Sarah Anzia, Ch. 3 of Local Interests)
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https://blog.texasbar.com/2026/02/articles/podcast/a-texas-sized-look-at-our-constitution-on-its-150th-birthday/
https://blog.texasbar.com/2026/02/articles/podcast/a-texas-sized-look-at-our-constitution-on-its-150th-birthday/
https://www.texaspolicyresearch.com/a-beginners-guide-to-understanding-the-texas-legislature/
https://www.texaspolicyresearch.com/a-beginners-guide-to-understanding-the-texas-legislature/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WzB5wtyZtvg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WzB5wtyZtvg
https://effectivegov.uchicago.edu/podcast/the-polarization-of-state-legislatures
https://manhattan.institute/article/revitalizing-local-democracy-the-case-for-on-cycle-local-elections
https://manhattan.institute/article/revitalizing-local-democracy-the-case-for-on-cycle-local-elections
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-political-science-review/article/how-partisan-are-us-local-elections-evidence-from-2020-cast-vote-records/A2C4FECB10FC1DC4D8DB2BC392F13E80
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-political-science-review/article/how-partisan-are-us-local-elections-evidence-from-2020-cast-vote-records/A2C4FECB10FC1DC4D8DB2BC392F13E80
https://research.ebsco.com/plink/cacb8e97-595c-32f2-842c-ff9e53b7a837

Course Schedule (continued)

Week Date Topic Readings / Assignments
10/14 Texas interest groups case study: Podcast: A Permit Loophole for AI Power Plants
data centers (Texas Standard); Article: Hundreds of Data
Centers Are Coming to Texas. Here’s What You
Need to Know. (Texas Tribune)
9 10/19 Finance Smith & Greenblatt Ch. 4, Finance: Filling the
10/19 Till and Paying the Bills
10/21 Finance Representation in Municipal Government (Chris
Tausanovitch and Chris Warshaw)

10 10/26 Midterm 2 —
10726 10/28 Local government (counties, city Smith & Greenblatt Ch. 11, Local Government:

councils, and mayors) Function Follows Form
11 11/2 Local government (counties, city The State of Local Lobbying (Julia Payson, Ch. 2
11/2 councils, and mayors) of When Cities Lobby)

11/4 Local government (counties, city = Business Owners and Executives as Politicians:

councils, and mayors) The Effect on Public Policy (Patricia Kirkland)
12 11/9 Education Smith & Greenblatt Ch. 13, Education: Reading,
11/9 Writing, and Regulation

11/11 Education Podcast: Texas Has Been Taking Over More
School Districts in Recent Years. Now You Can
Track Them. (Texas Standard); Texas Fami-
lies Can Now Apply for Private School Vouchers.
Here’s What to Know. (Texas Tribune)

13 11/16 Crime and policing How Partisan Is Local Law Enforcement? Evi-
11/16 dence from Sheriff Cooperation with Immigra-
tion Authorities (Dan Thompson)

11/18 Housing Land Use Regulations and Multifamily Hous-
ing Development (Maxwell Palmer, David Glick,
and Katherine Einstein, Ch. 3 of Neighborhood
Defenders); Texas Lawmakers Laid the Founda-
tion for a Housing Boom. Here’s How. (Texas
Tribune)

14 11/23 Housing Warding Off Development: Local Control, Hous-
11/23 ing Supply, and NIMBYS (Evan Mast)
11/25 Reading day — no class —
15 11/30 State Senate Presentations —
11/30 12/2 State Senate Presentations —
16 12/7 Final exam —
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https://texasstandard.org/stories/today-on-texas-standard-july-14-2026/
https://www.texastribune.org/2026/06/26/texas-data-center-guide-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.texastribune.org/2026/06/26/texas-data-center-guide-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.texastribune.org/2026/06/26/texas-data-center-guide-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-political-science-review/article/abs/representation-in-municipal-government/924BDD2C2ECD0CC9B42E5A19776BC9C3
https://academic.oup.com/book/39047/chapter/338335277
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/full/10.1086/715067
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/full/10.1086/715067
https://texasstandard.org/stories/texas-has-been-taking-over-more-school-districts-in-recent-years-now-you-can-track-them/
https://texasstandard.org/stories/texas-has-been-taking-over-more-school-districts-in-recent-years-now-you-can-track-them/
https://texasstandard.org/stories/texas-has-been-taking-over-more-school-districts-in-recent-years-now-you-can-track-them/
https://www.texastribune.org/2026/02/04/texas-vouchers-application-open-private-school/
https://www.texastribune.org/2026/02/04/texas-vouchers-application-open-private-school/
https://www.texastribune.org/2026/02/04/texas-vouchers-application-open-private-school/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-political-science-review/article/abs/how-partisan-is-local-law-enforcement-evidence-from-sheriff-cooperation-with-immigration-authorities/A1E4CE5955A7C7468586E0464B74782F
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-political-science-review/article/abs/how-partisan-is-local-law-enforcement-evidence-from-sheriff-cooperation-with-immigration-authorities/A1E4CE5955A7C7468586E0464B74782F
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-political-science-review/article/abs/how-partisan-is-local-law-enforcement-evidence-from-sheriff-cooperation-with-immigration-authorities/A1E4CE5955A7C7468586E0464B74782F
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/abs/neighborhood-defenders/land-use-regulations-and-multifamily-housing-development/59D8B5FF109436F5082FC5D4C21C8E04
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/abs/neighborhood-defenders/land-use-regulations-and-multifamily-housing-development/59D8B5FF109436F5082FC5D4C21C8E04
https://www.texastribune.org/2025/06/16/texas-legislature-housing-bills/
https://www.texastribune.org/2025/06/16/texas-legislature-housing-bills/
https://www.thecgo.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Warding-Off-Development-Local-Control-Housing-Supply-and-NIMBYs.pdf
https://www.thecgo.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Warding-Off-Development-Local-Control-Housing-Supply-and-NIMBYs.pdf

